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Grant Purpose
In 2016, Over 84% of Louisiana is designated as a Dental Health 
Professional Shortage Areas (HPSA) Twenty-six of the designated 
Dental HPSAs have a HPSA scores between 15 and 26.  The most 
current HPSA dental assessments identify a state-wide shortage 
of 276 dentists to serve a population of over 1.8 million. 

The mission of the Louisiana project is to increase patient access 
to high quality integrated oral health services in dental Health 
Professional Shortage Areas (HPSA).  The Bureau of Primary Care 
and Rural Health (BPCRH) will collaborate with key partners to 
conduct this work. 
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Grant Objectives
1. To assist in the development and implementation of the Dental 

Rural Scholars Program at Louisiana State University School of 
Dentistry to prepare dental students for practice in a community-
based integrated primary care and dental environment in rural 
HPSAs.

2. To implement a new initiative to recruit and place dental 
providers in high need Dental HPSAs. 

3. To conduct a dental needs assessment to assist the State in 
preparing for future oral health workforce needs in coordination 
with the Office of Public Health, Performance Improvement Unit, 
State Oral Health Program, and partner organizations.



Dental Rural Scholars Track Program 
LSU Health New Orleans ɀ

School of Dentistry
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Dental Education / Entry into Practice
uExpensive and Intense
ÁFor general practice, no residency required ςstudents graduate and 
directly enter practice
ÁA very full schedule ςapproximately 25 hours weekly in class/lab/clinic
ÉShort summer break s ς3 to 4 weeks maximum

uLSU estimated 4 year cost  $  174,837.55 (2017-2018)
ÁTuition = $28,418.00 annual
ÉNon-resident is $33,953.50 annually additional

uAverage student loan debt ςUS - $275,000
uAverage student loan debt LSU - $175,000



LSU School of Dentistry (LSUSD) 

uHRSA Oral Health Workforce Expansion program grant awarded to LDH

uLSUSOD received seed funding to support first 2 years 

Dental Rural Scholars Track (DRST)



DRST - Program Benefits

uTuition Waiver

uRural Rotation in Community Based Setting

uInterprofessional Education Experience

uNetworking Opportunities 



DRST - Program Requirements

uLouisiana Residents Only

uWork for public, private or non-profit

uRural Dental HPSA

uOne year service for one year tuition waived

uFull time or half time doubling service

uAccept Medicaid and offer sliding fee >200% poverty level

uNo other service obligations



DRST - Implementation 

uModeled on Medical School Rural Scholars Program

uImportant differences in the impact/operation

uDRST Standardized Application

uScholarship/Commitment Contract

uRecalibration Training

uAdjunct Faculty

uPre and Post Rotation Evaluations



DRST Rural Rotation

u2 week rotation

uFQHC

RKM of Clinton, Louisiana



WILD FLOWER INN
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Rural Rotation Site Feedback

uLodging

uRotation expectations MOU between LSUSD

u1st week cuts production in ½

u1st day is used for orientation

uRotation site would like longer rotation



Scholar Feedback

uMost Valuable Learning Experiences

Á5Ŝƴǘƛǎǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ όάŜŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ 
ŘŜƴǘƛǎǘǊȅέύ

ÁInteraction with the team of health care professionals

ÁLearning of available resources to help patients overcome 
barriers



3ÃÈÏÌÁÒ &ÅÅÄÂÁÃË #ÏÎÔȭÄ

More Confident after Rotation

uComparing oral health care services in rural underserved 
communities and other healthcare settings

uComparing common oral health problems seen by dental providers 
in rural medically underserved areas and elsewhere

uDemonstrating sensitivity to human interactions on providing 
healthcare



3ÃÈÏÌÁÒ &ÅÅÄÂÁÃË #ÏÎÔȭÄ

uDemonstrating culturally appropriate interactions 
with patients and others

uAddressing how environmental factors influence 
healthcare



RKM
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